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according to levels of interest and 
experience. Tell us what sort of 
writer you are and which tutor 
you’d like to work with, and we’ll try 
and find the right match for you.

The price £185, £156, £134 is 
for eight two-and-a-half hour 
sessions. This fee is payable in two 
instalments. If you would prefer 
to pay in one instalment the price 
is £175, £150, £130. Most seminar 
groups start meeting in October, 
but exact dates, times and venues 
will be confirmed with the tutors.

London seminar groups are run 
by Graham Fawcett, Kathryn 
Simmonds, Todd Swift, Robert Vas 
Dias and Tamar Yoseloff. Susan 
Wicks runs a seminar group in 
Kent.

ONE DAY WORKSHOPS
Enigmatic Encounters
Tutor: Esther Morgan
Venue: The Poetry School
Date: Saturday 23 October
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £58, £45, £38
Level: advanced

Poems are places of encounter – 
with landscape and the wild, with 
other people and ghosts, with our 
hidden selves. From Keats’ ‘La Belle 
Dame Sans Merci’ to Burnside’s 

uncanny angels and mice, this 
workshop will look at some key 
examples of poems of encounter 
and the surprising, dramatic and 
intense worlds they create. A series 
of exercises will help you explore 
the power of a ‘Strange Meeting’ 
and how it can change the poet 
and the poem. 

The Poem as Dramatic Event
Tutor: Sean O’Brien
Venue: The Poetry School
Date: Saturday 30 October
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £63, £50, £43 (max 12 
students)
Level: advanced

Poems are quite commonly 
referred to as ‘dramatic’, but 
what actually dramatizes a 
poem? This day workshop will 
consider features such as voice, 
address and gesture. It will involve 
discussion of examples of your 
work submitted in advance, as well 
as some writing done on the day 
and is more suited to those at an 
advanced stage in their writing. 
Once you have booked, you will 
need to submit two poems to 
programme@poetryschool.com, 
each of no more than 30 lines, from 
which Sean will select some for 
discussion.

Poetry & Film: ideas for your 
writing
Tutor: Simon Barraclough
Venue: The Poetry School
Date: Saturday 6 November 
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £58, £45, £38
Level: open to all

Do poetry and film work on us in 
similar ways or are they radically 
different? How can studying their 
relationship inform, inspire or 
improve our own writing? Come 
and discuss ‘the cinematic’ in 
poems written before and after 
the advent of cinema. Find out why 
Eisenstein was such a fan of Milton 
and why the pioneers of avant-
garde film were so open to poetry. 
Along the way, try writing some 
new work in response to film clips.

Titles & Conclusions: a practical 
approach
Tutor: Carrie Etter
Venue: The Poetry School
Date: Saturday 20 November
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £58, £45, £38
Level: open to all

Because titles and conclusions are 
so particular to individual poems, 
it can be hard to generalise about 
and teach ways to deal with them. 
This workshop will look at an array 

of successful titles and conclusions 
to glean ideas for improving your 
own. Bring 3-5 poems in need 
of a title or a better one and 
another 3-5 with weak or absent 
conclusions. 

Glad Rags: new ideas for your 
work
Tutor: Penelope Shuttle
Venue: The Poetry School
Date: Saturday 4 December
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £58, £45, £38
Level: open to all

‘A poem... is the attire of feeling: the 
literary form where words seem 
tailor-made for memory or desire.’ 
(Carol Ann Duffy). Clothes began in 
the Garden of Eden, when Adam 
and Eve covered themselves with 
fig-leaves. Clothes continue to be 
the boundary-marker between the 
naked self and the world. In this 
workshop you’ll be exploring the 
tension between nakedness and 
being clothed, close-reading of 
poems on the theme, writing from 
exercises, and sharing poems in 
read-round sessions. 

Theme & Variations: a workshop 
on reworking
Tutor: Vahni Capildeo
Venue: The Poetry School
Date: Saturday 18 December

Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £58, £45, £38
Level: advanced 

Sometimes our response to a work 
of art is to create another work of 
art - we’re moved by love, anger, an 
urge to modernise or answer back, 
a desire to celebrate, elaborate or 
play with the original source. In this 
workshop, you’ll rework what you 
find in and amongst various texts, 
cultural artifacts, locations and 
historical moments to create your 
own new poems.

The Line: sharpen up your 
technique
Tutor: Jean Sprackland
Venue: The Poetry School
Date: Saturday 22 January
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £58, £45, £38
Level: advanced

‘The line in poetry is one way that 
a poem opens up to complexity, 
one way it resists being simply a 
document of record, or a simple 
reference to a prior event’ (Scott 
Cairns). If the line can act as a kind 
of parallel grammar, complicating 
surface meaning, it follows that 
the choices the poet makes about 
its length and configuration are 
hugely powerful ones. They can 
subvert the reader’s expectations 
and introduce ambiguity, as well 

as affecting tone of voice, creating 
emphasis and influencing rhythm 
and pace. You’ll explore the 
amazing plasticity of the line by 
reading an eclectic range of poems 
and making your own experiments.

Poems in Three Dimensions: an 
introduction to Book Arts
Tutor: Nancy Campbell
Venue: The Poetry School
Date: Saturday 29 January
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £68, £55, £48 
Level: open to all

How do books shape the words 
within them? From collaborations 
between writers and artists in 
interwar Paris to contemporary 
American experiments, this 
workshop provides an introduction 
to an alternative form of publication 
- the artist’s book. You’ll discuss 
the impact of binding, imagery and 
design on poetry and look closely 
at different editions of Wallace 
Stevens’ work. This is a hands-on 
session, and you will produce a 
unique book of your own using 
simple bookbinding and illustrative 
techniques. Enthusiasm but no 
previous book-making experience 
required. Price includes materials.

Projecting Beyond Verse: surprise 
yourself
Tutor: Chris McCabe
Venue: The Poetry School
Date: Saturday 19 February
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £58, £45, £38
Level: advanced

How do you decide what form 
your work will take before it is 
written? Chris takes Charles Olson’s 
essay on ‘Projective Verse’ and 
the resulting influence on Black 
Mountain poets such as Robert 
Creeley as a starting point for this 
workshop. You’ll look at poems 
that are led by the music of the 
particles of language and explore 
the possibilities of the extended 
or minimal line. Take a step back, 
question some of the assumptions 
on which your work might be 
based, and see where you are 
led...

London students - don’t 
stop here! Our workshops 
in Brighton, Cambridge, 
Bath and Bristol are 
quickly accessible by train 
- browse the brochure, 
and see what’s on offer. 

Advanced Poetry Workshops
Tutor: Mimi Khalvati
Venue: The Poetry School
Day / Time: Thursdays 3 - 5pm and 
7 - 9pm (two separate sessions)
Duration: 3 x 10 weeks
Start Dates: 14 Oct, 13 Jan, 28 April
Price: £115, £89, £76
Level: advanced	

In-depth focus on your poems-in-
progress and the overall direction 
and development of your work. 
There won’t be writing exercises, 
but the sessions will be enlivened 
by reading published poetry as 
a stimulus for your writing and 
discussion. To apply, please 
send four poems to Mimi at 130c 
Evering Road, London N16 7BD by 
17 September (and specify if you 
would prefer the afternoon or 
evening session).

SEMINARS
Seminars meet monthly for in-
depth discussions on poems-in-
progress, with a tutor on hand to 
offer additional advice, guidance 
and feedback. Groups contain 
between six and eight students. A 
successful seminar group enables 
supportive critical friendships to 
develop, so you are encouraged to 
commit to all eight sessions. As far 
as we can, we arrange seminars 
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HOW TO BOOK
Booking opens at 10am on Monday 16 August.

•	�Book online – visit www.poetryschool.com to book and pay online 
with a credit / debit card

•	�Book by phone – call 0207 582 1679 Monday to Friday, 10am – 5pm 
to book and pay with a credit / debit card

•	�Book by post – complete this form and return it to the address 
overleaf with your payment. If you do want to send us payments 
without a booking form, please include your name, address, email 
address, phone number and details of the course / workshop you’re 
paying for. Please include (photocopied, not original) proof of your 
concessionary status when you book by post.

Places will only be confirmed when we’ve received your full payment or 
worked out a mutually agreed payment plan. We will send confirmation 
by email. If you would like a paper receipt, please enclose a SAE with 
your booking form.

PLEASE NOTE
All details correct at time of writing, and we will inform students of any 
changes to the advertised programme as necessary. Poetry courses 
and workshops are dynamic activities, and advertised content may 
occasionally be adapted to take account of students’ needs.

PULL-OUT BOOKING FORM

REFUNDS
If you need to cancel a course or workshop you have booked, we will give 
you a full refund if you let us know four weeks before the start date. After 
that, we will refund you if we can fill your place from a waiting list. There 
are no refunds available for talks and readings, and any requests for 
seminar and tutorial refunds will be discussed on an individual basis. If we 
cancel a course, workshop, talk or reading, we will refund you in full. 

PRICES
Each activity has three prices listed. The first is the standard price. The 
second is the price for all people who are aged 60+. The third is the 
concessionary rate. Concessions are available for 25s and under, full 
time students, people receiving Jobseekers Allowance, Income Support, 
Pension Credit or whose sole source of income is the state retirement 
pension.
 
We have a grant scheme for those who need assistance with paying for 
activities, and can organise payment plans for those who would like to 
pay in instalments.

Please return this form with your 
payment to the Poetry School, 81 
Lambeth Walk, London SE11 6DX.

Moments of Wilderness: new 
ideas
Tutor: Heather Phillipson
Venue: The Poetry School
Date: Saturday 5 March
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £58, £45, £38
Level: beginner to intermediate

‘Poetry is everywhere; it just needs 
editing’ said James Tate. One 
of the marvels of great poetry 
is that it can be about anything. 
Through reading and discussion 
of contemporary and twentieth 
century poets, you’ll explore the art 
of ‘bricolage’, a term used across 
the visual arts and literature to refer 
to the construction of a work from a 
diverse range of things that happen 
to be available. In the morning, 
you’ll play with written exercises 
and in the afternoon you’ll discuss 
your existing poems. 

TALKS
T S Eliot Prize preview
Tutor: Michael Symmons Roberts
Venue: The Royal Festival Hall
Date: 23 Jan
Time: 2pm
Price: £10, £7 concs
Level: open to all

Michael Symmons Roberts is one 
of the trio of judges for this year’s 
T S Eliot Prize, which is awarded 
annually by the Poetry Book Society 
for the best collection of poetry. 
He will provide an overview of 
this year’s Shortlist, paying close 
attention to individual poems and 
inviting lively comment and debate 
from the audience. The perfect 
warm-up to the Shortlist readings 
at the Royal Festival Hall in the 
evening.

TUTORIALS
Lots of our tutors give one-
to-one tutorials in person, 
and lots more tutors give 
email tutorials - contact us for 
details.

Open up your poems to individual 
critical attention. A one-to-one 
session with a poet can give 
you personalised feedback on 
a selection of your work, advise 
you on submitting to magazines, 
discuss translation issues or help 
you with the preparation of a 
manuscript – tell us your particular 
requirements, and we’ll find 
someone to help at a convenient 
time and place for you.

Tutorials in person - £70: The price 
is for an hour of tutor preparation 
time, and a one hour meeting, 
based on a submission of up to 
200 lines of poetry.

Tutorials by email - £70: The price 
is for a c1,000 word comment on 
a submission of up to 200 lines of 
poetry. 

Reading the World: a day to 
revitalise the jaded reader
Tutor: W N Herbert
Venue: The Poetry School
Date: Saturday 26 February
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £58, £45, £38
Level: open to all

Thanks to the kindness of strangers 
(and the organisations they work 
for), the insatiably curious traveller 
W N Herbert (Bill) has been circling 
the world in a haphazard and 
patchwork fashion for the past 12 
years. Attending poetry festivals, 
conferences, and just visiting fellow 
poets, he has been encountering, 
discussing and translating the 
poetry of many non-European or 
non-North American cultures. Join 
him to read and ruminate on some 
of the different methods poets 
around the world use to approach 
their art. Try some of them on for 
size and begin to travel in your own 
imagination.

Did you notice our new day time courses? Graham 
Fawcett, Eve Grubin and Mimi Khalvati are all teaching 
day time courses in London - check back for details.
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Name 

Address inc postcode

Daytime tel

Email 

(Please use an email address you check regularly as we sometime need to give you important 
last minute information about your course or workshop)

   I enclose a cheque for £                  made payable to the Poetry School

   Please charge my Mastercard / Visa / Maestro with £

Card number

Start date                                     Expiry date                                   Issue number (Maestro)

Signed 				    Date

   I would like to join the Poetry School mailing list.

   I would like to join the Poetry School e-mailing list.

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK,  
ASK US WHAT YOU LIKE
If you have any comments on or questions about the Poetry School’s 
work, or suggestions for future workshops or courses, please let us 
know.

COURSES
Writing Poetry for Performance
Tutor: Shamshad Khan
Venue: Friends’ Meeting House
Day / Time: Tuesdays, 7 - 9pm
Duration: 10 weeks
Start Date: 5 Oct
Price: £105, £82, £70
Level: open to all

Is our process for writing and 
editing different if we read or 
perform our work to an audience? 

Is poetry always better read out 
loud? Ten creative writing sessions 
to explore what it means to write 
and perform poetry. The sessions 
will combine playfulness with some 
serious study of poetry. Experiment 
with metaphor, silence, rhythm and 
the unknown. 

The Image of Language: writing 
poems about art
Tutor: John McAuliffe
Venue: Friends’ Meeting House
Day / Time: Tuesdays, 6.30 - 
8.30pm
Duration: 10 weeks
Start Date: 18 January
Price: £105, £82, £70
Level: open to all

How do the visual arts act as a 
starting point and example for 
poems? Poets including Elizabeth 
Bishop, Derek Mahon, Sylvia Plath, 
John Ashbery, Paul Muldoon, 
Jorie Graham and Don Paterson 
have worked this way. You’ll also 
use different artists and different 
kinds of art - portraits, video 
art, performance, landscape, 
surrealism and abstraction - as 
starting points for your own poems 
during the course.

SATURDAY SESSIONS
Saturday Sessions
Tutor: Ann Sansom
Venue: Catherdral Visitors’ Centre
Day / Time: Saturdays monthly, 
10am - 4pm
Duration: 2 sessions per term
Dates: 27 Nov, 4 Dec; 29 Jan, 5 Feb
Price: £92, £72, £61 per term
Level: open to all

Combining stimulating writing 
exercises with insightful, supportive 
feedback, these sessions will make 
a genuine difference to your poetry. 
Enjoyable writing and reading tasks 
at home (shared with your fellow 
students between sessions) will 
further the group experience. 

ONE DAY WORKSHOPS
Out of the Ordinary: poems from 
the city
Tutor: River Wolton
Venue: Cathedral Visitors’ Centre
Date: Saturday 23 October
Time: 10am - 4pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

Walk and write in Manchester’s 
urban heart, taking inspiration from 
people, places, conversation and 
unexpected stories, and taking 
sustenance from urban poets 

MANCHESTER 
& SUROUND-
INGS
Activities in Manchester take 
place at the Friends’ Meeting 
House, 6 Mount Street, 
Manchester M2 5NS, The 
Cathedral Visitors’ Centre, 10 
Cateaton Street, Manchester M3 
1SQ, Clitheroe Library Church St, 
Clitheroe, Lancs BB7 2DG and 
The Imperial War Museum 
The Quays. Trafford Wharf Road, 
Trafford Park, Manchester M17 
1TZ.

Poets who give tutorials are Moniza 
Alvi, Alison Brackenbury, Colette 
Bryce, David Constantine, Carrie 
Etter, Martyn Crucefix, Robert Vas 
Dias, Graham Fawcett, Nigel Forde, 
Linda France, Judy Gahagan, 
Grevel Lindop, Kona Macphee, 
Karen McCarthy, Gerda Meyer, 
Clare Pollard, Myra Schneider, 
Kathryn Simmonds, Rommi Smith, 
Todd Swift, Clive Watkins, Susan 
Wicks, Jackie Wills and Tamar 
Yoseloff. 

For details of tutors’ locations and 
specialities, call the office or visit 
the website.
To discuss a tutorial, email 
administration@poetryschool.
com or call 0207 582 1679. Longer 
tutorials for larger or book-
length submissions can easily be 
arranged.

For up to date 
Poetry School news, 
sign up to our 
newsletter at  
www.poetryschool.
com
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Liverpool
Activities in Liverpool take place 
at the Bluecoat, School Lane, 
Liverpool L1 3BX and at Friends’ 
Meeting House, 22 School 
Lane, Liverpool L1 3BT.

ONE DAY WORKSHOPS
The Varieties of Voice 
Tutor: Naomi Foyle
Venue: Bluecoat
Date: Saturday 16 October
Time: 10am - 4pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

Some poets find their lyric voice 
early on; others play with different 
voices all their writing lives. 
With Naomi, you’ll examine the 
relationship between voice and 
form, exploring in particular the 
traditionally collective voice of 
the ballad and various poetic 
techniques essential to the 
musicality of the intimate lyric voice. 
You’ll experiment with dialogue, 
persona, satire, rhyme and metre, 
and ask moral questions about 
adopting the voices of others. 
And finally, you’ll read your work 
aloud, and receive helpful tips on 
improving your performance skills. 

Part of the Chapter & Verse Festival 
at the Bluecoat.

Consciousness and Coincidences: 
Writing About Liverpool
Tutor: Chris McCabe
Venue: Bluecoat
Date: Saturday 4 December
Time: 10am - 4pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

Liverpool has long been fused 
with poetic association, from 
Gerard Manley Hopkins’ time 
here through to the success of The 
Liverpool Poets and the current 
range of poets writing in the city. 
You’ll look at the way Liverpool 
has been written about and work 
on a number of writing exercises 
to suggest how the combinations 
of personal history, openness to 
different forms and both research 
and chance encounters in the 
city can make for exciting new 
work. Chris brings his experience 
of writing a poetic play for 
voices about London Docklands 
(Shad Thames, Broken Wharf) to 
Liverpool, his home city. 

Chris will be performing Shad 
Thames, Broken Wharf at the 
Bluecoat on the evening of 4 
December - for more details, visit 
www.thebluecoat.org.uk

will be encouraged to depart from 
old habits and those new to writing 
will be given the confidence to 
locate a voice.

Writing about War
Tutor: Mario Petrucci
Venue: Imperial War Museum
Date: Sunday 6 March
Time: 10am - 4pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

War has been the engine for 
so much great literature that a 
contemporary writer might feel 
there was little more to be said. 
Mario demonstrates that the 
artefacts, narratives and aura of 
war can still stimulate fresh work 
that is potent and profound. Using 
the exhibitions at IWM North to 
full effect, this one-day writing 
workshop promises thought-
provoking insights into conflict, 
memory and imagination. 

Poetry & Satire
Tutor: Luke Kennard
Venue: Friends’ Meeting House
Date: Sat 26 March
Time: 10am - 4pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

Use your caustic powers of 
pastiche and parody in a non-
caustic, well-mannered workshop. 
Discussion of existing texts from 
Oscar Wilde to Jennifer L. Knox, 
the day will include a series of 
exploratory writing exercises 
leading to the creation of prose 
poems and verse in a variety of 
styles and forms.

GRASMERE
Activities in Grasmere take 
place at The Wordsworth 
Trust, Grasmere LA22 9SH. To 
book call 015394 35544, for 
more details visit 
www.wordsworth.org.uk

ONE DAY WORKSHOPS
Exploring the Family Tree
Tutor: Daljit Nagra
Venue: The Wordsworth Trust
Date: Saturday 27 November
Time: 10.30am -4.30pm
Price: £30
Level: open to all

Daljit will challenge you to write 
dramatic new poems about joyous 
and uncomfortable family stories. 
You’ll consider the work of leading 
contemporary poets along with 
fun writing exercises to help you 
explore your past.

Spirit of Place
Tutor: Katrina Porteous
Venue: The Wordsworth Trust
Date: Saturday 12 February
Time: 10.30am -4.30pm
Price: £30
Level: open to all

What makes one place different 
from another and why does 
it matter? This workshop will 
explore how, by focusing intensely 
on the local and the particular, 
poets can develop a sense of 
place. Landscape, nature, history, 
dialect and community provide 
the ingredients for an antidote to 
globalisation.

of different traditions. Drawing 
on remembered and imagined 
cities, this workshop will offer 
suggestions for form and structure 
as well as plenty of scope for 
surprises. You’ll look at how to ‘get 
out of the way’ of a poem, and 
broaden your observation and 
awareness. 

Writing Poems from Poems 
Tutor: Helen Farish
Venue: Clitheroe Library, Lancs
Date: Saturday 12 February
Time: 10am - 4pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

A perfect opportunity for you to 
set aside a day in which to indulge 
your love of poetry. Together you’ll 
be reading and enjoying some new 
and exciting poems and poets from 
the UK and America and using 
them as a springboard for our own 
writing. More experienced writers 

Where do you live? What do you want to learn? Which 
poets do you love? The Poetry School can organise a 
workshop at the drop of a hat, so if you’re part of a 
group of writers and you would like us to put together 
a bespoke activity, let us know and we’ll see what we 
can do to help.

Tutors’ 
biographies, 
pictures and links 
are all on our 
website.

Save the date! 
We’ll be running 
a residential 
weekend in 
Grasmere, 8-10 
April 2011. Poetry 
walks, talks 
and workshops 
and excellent 
company. 
Make sure 
you’re signed 
up to our email 
newsletter for 
up to the minute 
information.
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HEBDEN 
BRIDGE
Activities in Hebden Bridge take 
place at the Hole int’ Wall, 
Hangingroyd Lane, Hebden 
Bridge HX7 7DD.

Thinking like a Poet 
Tutor: John Siddique
Venue: Hole int’ Wall
Date: 25 Sep, 30 Oct, 27 Nov
Time: 10am - 4pm
Price: £53, £41, £35 each
Level: open to all

How do we move towards poetic 
thought? How is it different from 
everyday thinking? In these highly 
practical sessions, you will look at 
many types of poetry from formal 
to open forms, using them as 
jumping off points to explore how 
to develop your writing and reading 
lives. Write, read, discuss and 
create while enjoying each other’s 
company in the beautiful setting 
and countryside of Hebden Bridge.

Special Offer: book all three 
sessions for £143, £111, £95

NEWCASTLE
Activities in Newcastle take 
place at the Quaker Meeting 
House, 1 Archbold Terrace, 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE2 1DB.

The Little Tin Poem: sharpen up 
your technique
Tutor: John Glenday
Venue: Quaker Meeting House
Date: Saturday 13 November
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

The poem has been described as 
‘a little machine for remembering 
itself’, but how does it achieve this, 
and what can we do to improve 
our chances of producing work that 
has a lasting impact on the reader? 
You’ll discuss examples of various 
strategies for compression and 
memorability and provide all the 
necessary tools and clockwork for 
building from scratch a poem that 
really works.

Writing poetry for performance
Tutor: Kate Fox
Venue: Quaker Meeting House
Date: Saturday 12 February
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

Radio 4’s Saturday Live Poet in 
Residence Kate Fox runs a workshop 
in writing poetry for performance 
and reading your poetry in front 
of an audience, with a mixture 
of writing exercises and practical 
techniques to help you present 
your work to an audience and 
experiment with ways of reading 
your work aloud in a way that best 
serves it. The afternoon session 
will culminate in an early evening 
performance for participants and a 
small invited audience.

Drop-in tutorials 
Tutor: Colette Bryce
Venue: Quaker Meeting House
Date: Saturday 15 January
Time: five slots throughout the day 
- call 0207 582 1679 to book
Price: £70 per hour long tutorial 
based on a submission of up to 
200 lines of poetry
Level: open to all

Open up your poems to individual 
critical attention. A one-to-one 
session with Colette can give

you personalised feedback on a 
selection of your work, advise you 
on submitting to magazines, discuss 
translation issues or help you with 
the preparation of a manuscript.

DURHAM 
Activities in Durham take place 
at Alington House, 4 North 
Bailey, Durham DH1 3ET.

What does it mean to read a 
poem?
Tutor: Don Paterson
Venue: Alington House
Date: Saturday 20 Nov
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: advanced

In your company, Don will look 
at the way people read poetry, 
their expectations of the form, 
and how the poet can honour 
and subvert those expectations. 
He will focus on reading and 
misreading, overstatement 
and understatement, and 
over- and under-interpretation, 
and examine the legitimacy of 
certain critical approaches to the 
poem - as well as the dangers 
of their uncritical use. Don will 

also provide a technical catch-up 
session looking at every aspect 
of verse composition, and at the 
practical assistance various poetic 
techniques can give the reader, as 
well as the poet.

Clustering: a technique to 
generate new poems
Tutor: Ellen Phethean
Venue: Alington House
Date: Saturday 26 February
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

Clustering is a useful technique 
for uncovering interesting subject 
matter around a word or a phrase 
to begin a poem. It is a map of 
possibilities, more than simply a 
chain of associations, a bit like 
brainstorming. Ellen will lead you 
through this technique, leaving you 
with ideas and drafts for a clutch of 
new poems.

Writing Poems
Tutor: Peter Sansom
Venue: Dorman Museum
Date: Saturday 27 Nov
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

A well-structured, hard-working but 
exciting day with ‘the best writing 
tutor in the world’ (The Guardian). 
The morning is given to a number 
of intense writing exercises 
using classic and contemporary 
poems as example and stimulus. 
The afternoon concentrates on 
drafting in small groups as well 
as a supportive critical workshop. 
Optional reading and writing tasks 
will help further the workshop 
experience in the weeks after the 
session.

MIDDLES- 
       BROUGH
Activities in Middlesbrough take 
place at the Dorman Museum, 
Linthorpe Road, Middlesbrough 
TS5 6LA.

Proud of a poem 
you’ve written 
on a Poetry 
School course? 
Send it to us for 
our website.

Autumn term 
starts 11 Oct, Spring 
term starts 10 Jan, 
Summer term 
starts 2 May

Finding an Audience
Tutor: Tom Chivers
Venue: Yorkshire Dance
Date: Saturday 5 February
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

You’ve written the poems - now 
you need to find an audience of 
readers and listeners for them. 
Join independent poetry publisher 
and arts producer Tom as he 
guides you through some practical 
suggestions to help promote your 
work; including arranging and 
marketing readings, selling your 
own books, setting up websites 
and blogs, and making the most 
of social networking. Suitable for 
all writers: published and yet-to-be 
published.

LEEDS
Activities in Leeds take place at 
Yorkshire Dance, 3 St Peter’s 
Buildings, St Peter’s Square, 
Leeds LS9 8AH. Leeds workshops 
in association with Cadaverine 
magazine.

Sound and Fury: writing the 
poetry of protest
Tutor: Antony Dunn
Venue: Yorkshire Dance
Date: Saturday 6 November
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

A reading and writing workshop 
examining the poetry of protest. 
How can we use poetry to raise our 
voices in anger? And how can we 
best make ourselves heard – with 
a scream or a still, small voice? 
Examining work by poets from 
Harold Pinter to Jo Shapcott, the 
workshop will lead you towards a 
first draft of your own new poem. 
Come with something to protest 
against.
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CAMBRIDGE
Activities in Cambridge take 
place in Michaelhouse, Trinity 
Street, Cambridge CB2 1SU.

Saturday Sessions
Tutor: George Szirtes
Venue: Michaelhouse
Date/s: 27 Nov, 26 Feb, 28 May
Time: 10.30am-4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35 each
Level: open to all

Your poems are at the heart of 
these sessions: in-depth feedback 
from George and students on your 
poetry in progress. Come for one, 
two or three sessions, bringing 16 
copies of one of your draft poems 
to each session. George will also 
provide some writing exercises and 
ideas to send your writing in new 
directions.

Special Offer: book all three 
sessions for £143, £111, £95 

NOTTINGHAM
Activities in Nottingham take 
place at Nottingham Writers’ 
Studio, Sutton Place Business 
Centre, 49 Stoney Street, The 
Lacemarket, Nottingham NG1 
1LX.

Poetry & Home: inspiration for 
your writing
Tutor: Neil Rollinson
Venue: Nottingham Writers’ Studio
Date: Saturday 4 December
Time: 10.30am-4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

What is home? Who are these 
strange people we live with? Is 
home where the heart is, or is 
it hell? What about the different 
spaces in the home, what do they 
mean to us, what goes on in there? 
What about the home we dream 
about, the unconscious home? 
What about the pets, the garden, 
the garage, the secret places? The 
home is multifaceted, symbolic, 
and full of narrative. Explore its 
resonances in your poetry.

and deeply felt, but unless there 
is an element of surprise it won’t 
lift off the page and live. This 
workshop is a chance to think 
about the writing process and 
experiment with different ways of 
catching yourselves by surprise and 
revealing truths you didn’t know 
you knew.

Reading to Write: inspiration for 
your writing
Tutor: Roddy Lumsden
Venue: Shakespeare Memorial 
Room
Date: Saturday 12 March
Time: 10.30am-4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

Today, you’ll look at developments 
in UK and US poetry in the last 
decade or so, focussing on the 
writers who have brought new 
vigour and intriguing ideas and 
styles to the world of poetry. By 
leading a discussion of the work of 
UK poets such as Jen Hadfield and 
Nick Laird and US poets including 
DA Powell and Chelsey Minnis, 
editor and anthologist Roddy will 
open up new possibilities in your 
own writing, and expand your 
poetic horizons.

Dynamic Dictions: sharpen up 
your technique

Tutor: Daljit Nagra
Venue: Michaelhouse
Date: Saturday 30 October
Time: 10.30am-4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

Every great poem knows its own 
texture, controls its own mood 
and nods and winks at all sorts of 
richer subtler meanings. You will 
explore the inspired diction used 
by the greatest contemporary 
poets and how this empowers the 
poem. A series of fun activities will 
aim to improve your reading and 
writing skills. Daljit writes ‘You will 
be a better writer by virtue of this 
thrilling workshop!’

‘Persona’ and Voice
Tutor: Fiona Simpson
Venue: Michaelhouse
Date: Saturday 11 December
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Price: £53, £41, £25
Level: open to all

Are poems ‘true’? And does it 
matter? One legacy of the fashion 
for confessional poetry is the 
way we routinely read poems as 
if they’re autobiographical. But 
writing in character, and from the 

imagination, can be an important 
way of ‘telling it slant. You’ll use 
a series of examples and writing 
exercises to explore the resources 
of writing in persona and using a 
range of voices.

Writing Poems
Tutor: Peter Sansom
Venue: Michaelhouse
Date: Saturday 22 January
Time: 10.30am-4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

A well-structured, hard-working but 
exciting day with ‘the best writing 
tutor in the world’ (The Guardian). 
The morning is given to a number 
of intense writing exercises 
using classic and contemporary 
poems as example and stimulus. 
The afternoon concentrates on 
drafting in small groups as well 
as a supportive critical workshop. 
Optional reading and writing tasks 
will help further the workshop 
experience in the weeks after the 
session.

BIRMINGHAM
Activities in Birmingham take 
place in the Shakespeare 
Memorial Room, Birmingham 
Central Library, Chamberlain 
Square, Birmingham B3 3HQ.

The Element of Surprise
Tutor: Jean Sprackland
Venue: Shakespeare Memorial 
Room
Date: Saturday 27 November
Time: 10.30am-4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

‘No surprise in the writer, no 
surprise in the reader.’ - Robert 
Frost. A poem may be accurate 

Writing Your Self
Tutor: Myra Schneider
Venue: Nottingham Writers’ Studio
Date: Saturday 12 February
Time: 10.30am – 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

Some of the most potent literature 
is based on personal material. 
You’ll try out direct ways to write 
about your own experience such as 
spontaneous writing and tapping 
into memory before moving on to 
techniques such as flow-writing 
and image exploration which 
offer indirect routes. You’ll also 
discuss published poems which 
explore personal subject matter in 
unexpected ways and consider the 
difference between raw material 
and finished work.

Structure: how do poems work?
Tutor: John Stammers
Venue: Dorman Museum
Date: Saturday 29 January
Time: 10.30 - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

What makes a poem is not what 
it says, but how it says it. John’s 
workshop will guide you through 
the key elements of a poem, 
including its movement, density 
and closure; he’ll teach you how to 
organise them in your own work 
for the best result. Useful handouts 
and further reading lists provided 
- a great workshop for those with 
a serious desire to improve their 
poems.

We send out a survey at the end of 
every term to hear about your Poetry 
School experiences - but we welcome 
your feedback at any time. Give us a 
ring or send us an email!

The Summer 
programme will be 
published in February 
2011 - make sure we’ve 
got your address 
and email details to 
guarantee receiving 
your copy

MORE IN CAMBRIDGE



EXETER
Activities in Exeter take 
place at the Exeter College, 
Victoria House, 33-36 Queen 
Streets, Exeter EX4 3SR and St 
Sidwell’s Centre,Sidwell St, 
Exeter EX4 6NN.

COURSE
Poetry Reading and Writing
Tutor: Greta Stoddart
Venue: Exeter College
Day / Time: Mondays 6 - 8pm
Duration: 3 x 10 weeks
Start Date/s: 4 Oct, 10 Jan, 2 May
Price: £105, £82, £70 per term
Level: open to all

Autumn Term: The Lyric Principle 
What makes a poem? By using Don 
Paterson’s essay ‘The Lyric Principle’ 
as a basis for discussion, writing 
experiments and lively learning 
you will be exploring the essential 
qualities of a poem. Spring Term: 
Pairing Poets By closely reading 
and comparing great poets’ 
work you’ll be focussing on how 
particular poets explore particular 
subjects. You’ll also be writing 
your own poems out of this close 
reading. The reading will be done 
in pairs so, for example, Robert 

Lowell and Elizabeth Bishop on 
autobiography, John Clare and 
Gerald Manley Hopkins on nature.

Each term may be booked 
separately or together but priority 
will be given to students who begin 
the course in October. The Summer 
Term will be based on the Heaney / 
Hughes anthology The Rattle Bag.

ONE DAY WORKSHOPS
The Material of Words: a way to 
new poems
Tutor: Andy Brown
Venue: St Sidwell’s Centre
Date: Saturday 30 October
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

A workshop to get new poets 
writing and to help more advanced 
writers who need something 
engaging to perk up their ideas 
and techniques. You’ll be ranging 
from the personal to the topical, 
reading some published poems, 
and finding ways to freshen up our 
ideas by playing with the material 
of words, and should leave with 
a group of new poems/ideas in 
strong draft form.
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Stolen Poems: more new poems
Tutor: Annie Freud
Venue: St Sidwell’s Centre
Date: Saturday 11 December
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

‘Immature poets imitate; mature 
poets steal’ (T S Eliot). Bring to this 
workshop extracts from poems, 
playscripts, letters, newspaper 
articles, novels, psalms, prayers, 
religious texts, technical and 
reference material, official 
documents; and experiment with 
the transformative effect that 
comes from using stolen material 
in your poetry. Lots of reading of 
light-fingered poets to inspire you 
too.

Poems Revisited: the redrafting 
process
Tutor: Greta Stoddart
Venue: St Sidwell’s Centre
Date: Saturday 19 February
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: intermediate to advanced

‘Writing poems isn’t writing, its 
rewriting.’(Philip Caputo). How 
many drafts does a poem go 
through? Why do some come out 
almost finished and others take 
years? What are the main things to 

look out for in revising our poems? 
By looking at different drafts of 
poems and sharing your own 
experiences of revising we will be 
exploring what it takes to lead a 
poem to its final abandoned state. 

Greta Stoddart runs two seminar 
groups in Exeter. For details about 
how seminar groups run, see 
page 10. To register your interest 
in joining, email administration@
poetryschool.com

an experience – grab it with both 
hands!

Exploring Ideas and Beliefs in 
Poetry
Tutor: Michael Symmons Roberts
Venue: Writers’ Centre Norwich
Date: Sunday 13 February
Time: 10am – 4pm
Price: £50 ( £40 concs)
Level: intermediate to advanced

Take your poetry a step further and 
discover something new with the 
Professor of Poetry at Manchester 
Metropolitan University, Michael 
Symmons Roberts. Michael, whose 
fourth book of poetry, Corpus 
won the 2004 Whitbread Poetry 
Award, will open your eyes to 
the possibilities of engaging with 
subjects beyond the personal in 
poetry. Find out how other poets 
have worked with scientific, political 
and religious ideas, and then enjoy 
working with them yourself.

Moniza Alvi runs a seminar group 
in Norwich. For details about how 
seminar groups run, see page 
10. To register your interest in 
joining, email administration@
poetryschool.com

NORWICH
Activities in Norwich take place 
at the Writers’ Centre Norwich, 
14 Princes Street, Norwich NR3 
1AE. To book, call 01603 877177 or 
email info@writerscentrenorwich.
org.uk. Norwich workshops in 
association with Writers’ Centre 
Norwich. 

www.writerscentrenorwich.org.uk

Living Words: Getting to the Good 
Stuff
Tutor: Moniza Alvi
Venue: Writers’ Centre Norwich
Date: Saturday 20 November
Time: 10am - 4pm
Price: £50 (£40 concs)
Level: intermediate to advanced

‘Alvi is a bold surrealist, whose 
poems open the world up in new, 
imaginatively absurd ways’ - Ruth 
Padel, The Independent. Bring 
your poetry to life with TS Eliot 
Prize shortlisted poet, Moniza Alvi. 
Through group discussion, reading 
and writing, Moniza will help you 
unearth poetry that lies just below 
the surface of consciousness. This 
is a chance to make your poetry 

Nature Cure: Pastoral Poems for 
Urban Dwellers
Tutor: Tamar Yoseloff
Venue: Michaelhouse
Date: Saturday 19 March
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35
Level: open to all

This workshop takes its title from 
the book by Richard Mabey, which 
investigates the emotional power 
of the natural world. In this session, 
you will explore the modern 
pastoral poem; by examining 
models from John Clare to Alice 
Oswald, by considering the place 
of nature in the city and in a world 
of increasing ecological peril, and 
by producing new work in response 
to your discussions. Some of this 
workshop will take place outdoors 
if weather permits.

Find us on 
Facebook (The 
Poetry School), 
follow us on Twitter 
(@poetryschool).

A one-to-
one tutorial in 
person or via 
email gives 
your poems in-
depth personal 
attention. To 
book a tutorial, 
see page 12.

BRIDPORT
Activities in Bridport take place at 
Bridport Arts Centre, 9-9A South 
Street, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3NR.

Finding Form
Tutor: Greta Stoddart
Venue: Bridport Arts Centre
Day / Time: Thursdays, fortnightly 
1 - 3pm
Duration: 5 sessions
Start Date: 14 October
Price: £53, £41, £35 
Level: open to all

This course will look at how 
form can provoke, structure and 
transform our thoughts and 
emotions. As well as looking 
at examples past and present 
you’ll try your hand at a variety of 
forms. There will also be a chance 
to share and discuss the work 
produced.

Greta Stoddart runs a seminar 
group in Bridport. For details 
about how seminar groups 
run, see page 10. To register 
your interest in joining, email 
administration@poetryschool.com
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BRISTOL
Activities in Bristol take place 
at Bristol Youth Hostel, 14 
Narrow Quay, Bristol BS1 4QA 
and the Leftbank Centre, 128 
Cheltenham Rd, Bristol BS6 5RW.

COURSE
Poetry Writing
Tutor: David Briggs
Venue: Bristol Youth Hostel
Day / Time: Thursdays, fortnightly 
7 - 9.30pm

Duration: 3 terms
Start Dates: 14 Oct, 13 Jan, 5 May
Price: £66, £52, £44 per term
Level: open to all

Bring your new work, your evolving 
work and - especially - your 
problematic work to a dedicated 
surgery for line-by-line diagnosis of 
its condition. You’ll receive detailed, 
in-depth feedback on one poem 
per session. Each session ends with 
writing exercises based on a range 
of contemporary poets’ work.

ONE DAY WORKSHOPS
Total Local: writing about your 
town
Tutor: Malika Booker
Venue: The Leftbank Centre
Date: Saturday 23 October
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35 
Level: open to all

Explore the different ways 
that source material such as 
documents, photographs and 
archives can be used as a creative 
starting point for poems, looking 
at place, character, architecture, 
popular topics or politics from the 
past. Find something historical 
about Bristol that appeals directly 
to you and has a connection to 
themes and subjects that are dear 

to you. Write a brief paragraph as 
to why it fascinates you, then bring 
that paragraph as well as photos, 
documents and cuttings and any 
other relevant materials to Malika’s 
workshop where you’ll create 
poems using local history, focusing 
on the rich historical resonance of 
the city of Bristol. 

Presences and Masks: working 
with personae 
Tutor: George Szirtes
Venue: Bristol Youth Hostel
Date: Saturday 11 December
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35 
Level: open to all

The ‘I’ in poetry is a complicated 
creature. There are various ways 
of relating the people in a poem 
to the reader and in this workshop 
you will look at some key uses of 
pronouns and names, both reading 
and writing in various registers, 
presences and masks, trying to 
feel the potential dimensions of the 
imagination.

Exploring the Atlas
Tutor: Penelope Shuttle
Venue: Bristol Youth Hostel
Date: Saturday 5 March
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35 
Level: open to all

At no time in history has it been 
cheaper or easier to travel. But this 
workshop will focus on journeys 
both real and imaginary. You’ll 
be looking at poems of travel by 
poets such as Elizabeth Bishop and 
Pablo Neruda, and focussing on 
the tension between such poets 
and the stay-at-home poet (such 
as Philip Larkin). You’ll be writing 
about modes of travel, taking your 
imaginary suitcase off of the top 
of the wardrobe, and preparing 
to experience the new, the 
challenging and the amazing. 

Tolstoy said that all happy families 
are the same; while every unhappy 
family was unhappy in its own 
way. Paul doesn’t agree! In his 
experience, every family has its fair 
share of drama and tension, as 
well as its own rituals and secrets. 
This workshop is about all kinds 
of families: extended families, 
our ancestors and even future 
generations. You don’t have to 
write about your own - historical 
or celebrity families are fair game 
too. You’ll read a few poems and 
talk about how they work, and then 
do some writing exercises to get 
you started on some poems of your 
own.

BATH
Activities in Bath take place at the 
BRLSI, 16-18 Queen Square, Bath 
BA1 2HN.

Titles & Conclusions: a practical 
approach
Tutor: Carrie Etter
Venue: BRLSI
Date: Saturday 6 November
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35 
Level: open to all

Because titles and conclusions are 
so particular to individual poems, 
it can be hard to generalise about 
and teach ways to deal with them. 
This workshop will look at an array 
of successful titles and conclusions 
to glean ideas for improving your 
own. Bring 3-5 poems in need of a 
title or a better one and another 3-5 
with weak or absent conclusions. 

Writing the Family
Tutor: Paul Batchelor
Venue: BRLSI
Date: Saturday 5 February
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £25
Level: open to all

Interiors: new ideas and feedback
Tutor: Mimi Khalvati
Venue: Friends’ Meeting House
Date: Saturday 29 January
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35 
Level: open to all

Explore the interiors you inhabit – 
actual interiors and those of the 
mind, memory and imagination - 

and create new poems from them. 
You’ll discuss what ‘interiority’ 
means to a poet and draw 
inspiration from other poets’ work 
but also from visual stimuli and 
exercises. The afternoon will be 
devoted to positive but rigorous 
feedback on your own existing 
work – please bring 16 copies of a 
poem in progress.

Hidden Histories: breaking new 
topical ground
Tutor: John McCullough
Venue: Friends’ Meeting House
Date: Saturday 12 March
Time: 10.30am - 4.30pm
Price: £53, £41, £35 
Level: open to all

What is it like to inhabit the margins 
of history? Through poetry, you’ll 
imagine hidden lives from the past, 
those existences which have been 
conducted in the borders of what 
is written in text books. A range of 
freewriting and reading exercises 
will encourage you to reignite 
previous decades and centuries in 
a friendly atmosphere and produce 
a series of pieces for further 
development.

Do you have 
friends and 
fellow writers 
who’d like to 
receive our 
programmes? 
If they send us 
their details, 
they’ll get the 
latest news too.

BRIGHTON
Activities in Brighton take place 
at the Friends’ Meeting House, 
Ship St, Brighton BN1 1AF.

Where do you 
live? What do you 
want to learn? 
Which poets do 
you love?  
The Poetry School 
can organise a 
workshop at the 
drop of a hat, 
so if you’re part 
of a group of 
writers and you 
would like us to 
put together a 
bespoke activity, 
let us know and 
we’ll see what we 
can do to help.
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Poetry courses, workshops and tutorials in 
London, Manchester, Liverpool, Grasmere, 
Leeds, Hebden Bridge, Newcastle, Durham, 
Middlesbrough, Birmingham, Nottingham, 
Cambridge, Norwich, Exeter, Bath, Bristol, 
Brighton and online. 

All levels welcome - beginners to advanced.


